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mules, and disposed of the Kurds who fled with such
precipitancy that their chief left behind his corre-
spondence.
The Sultan's plot was thus laid bare, but the time
for the denouement was not yet. Kamal suppressed
that part of the correspondence which inculpated the
ruler, and merely apostrophised the Constantinople
Ministry. The people were still loyal to the Padishah
and had no inkling of the schemings of this man
they so blindly followed.
Vahededdin became " the Exalted Ruler and
Glorious Caliph/' pro tern., and he was urgently
requested by telegram to dismiss his " traitorous"
Cabinet. The Grand Vizier, to whom the fruits of
office were sweet, was not to be caught so easily,
however. By the simple expedient of withholding
all telegrams addressed to the palace, he rendered
Kamal's carefully-laid scheme as nought.
Kamal countered, and informed the Grand Vizier
that unless his telegrams were delivered all com-
munication with the capital would be cut. He gave
the minister twenty-four hours in which to consider
the position. At the expiration of that period, the
Grand Vizier still being unwilling to commit suicide,
the telegraph lines were severed. Thus, without yet
being fully aware of the fact, those who had gathered
around Kamal were committed to revolution. Now,
whether they would have it or not, their beloved
Padishah represented Constantinople, and the vast
Turkey that lay beyond was without his sphere of
influence. In the passe thus skilfully designed,
someone had to assume the leadership of the Turkey